Toll road for Toxoplasma gondii: the mystery continues.
Toll-like receptors (TLRs) are considered to be essential for the initiation of immune responses against pathogens. Although myeloid differentiation factor 88 an adaptor molecule for most TLRs, is important for protection against Toxoplasma gondii, the TLR responsible for eliciting an immune response against this obligate intracellular pathogen remains unknown. A recent article reports that mice lacking TLR9 cannot develop severe inflammatory responses to T. gondii infection. The implications of this finding are discussed here.